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Temperature-Insensitive and Two-Sided
Endless Polarization Control

Benjamin Koch, Reinhold Noé, Senior Member, IEEE, Vitali Mirvoda,
and David Sandel, Member, IEEE

Abstract— Endless input polarization tracking is demonstrated
at 60 krad/s over a temperature ramp from 0 °C to 60 °C and
at 15 krad/s with simultaneous endless variations at 200 rad/s of
the analyzed output polarization.

Index Terms— Optical fiber communication, optical fiber
polarization, quadrature phase shift keying.

I. INTRODUCTION

ENDLESS optical polarization control is a key enabler for
benefitting from polarization multiplex in transmission

systems with direct detection [1]–[3]. Using optical polariza-
tion demultiplex, PDM-DQPSK receivers save power and cost
compared to coherent receivers. In this case, the polarization
controller transforms the variable input polarization of a chan-
nel into a fixed eigenstate of a polarization beam splitter. The
outputs of the splitters deliver the two separated polarization
channel signals. Feedback for the controller is provided by
analyzing cross channel interference [3], [4]. For the 200 Gb/s
experiment [3], PMF was used between controller and beam
splitter to fix the output polarization of the controller. This
allowed the use of a single Soleil-Babinet compensator (SBC)
with a maximum retardation of π for control [5]. One-sided
polarization control has become very fast, reaching 100 krad/s
[6] or even 140 krad/s [7].

When working with SMF at the output (without PMF), be
it for cost or coupler size or other practical reasons, both
input and output polarization changes have to be tracked
simultaneously. Addressing this scenario we have enhanced
our polarization algorithm for two-sided control. The modified
system is capable of tracking polarization changes caused by
manual fiber handling at the output side, while maintaining
krad/s-tracking speed at the input side. We also show, for the
first time, that control is stable while the ambient temperature
follows a ramp from 0 °C to +60 °C.
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Fig. 1. Only when input polarization reaches sought output polarization
(red dot P on Poincaré sphere) does the retardation of the Soleil-Babinet
compensator reach 2π. To prevent overflow, SBC eigenmodes (green x) are
then reoriented to the opposite position (from positions 1 to 9). Corresponding
polarization transformations (blue circles, with encircled numbers 1 to 9) are
full circles around eigenmode axes. All these circles start and end at point
P. Circles 1 and 9 are identical except for the rotation sense. Retardation
overflow is thereby prevented, or by more tentative eigenmode orientation
changes.

II. CONTROL PRINCIPLE

A single SBC can transform any input polarization into any
output polarization [8]. Only orientation and retardation have
to be varied by a gradient search on an error signal. This
is normal control which is executed at almost all times. The
SBC orientation can vary arbitrarily but the retardation will
stay between 0 and 2π . Only if input and output polarizations
happen to become identical the retardation can reach the
value 2π , i.e. its permitted maximum. Overflow must now be
prevented. Upon detection of this status and retardation value,
by analysis of LiNbO3 electrode voltages, the SBC orientation
is changed to opposite, at constant retardation of 2π . The
reorientation must be completed while the two polarizations,
denoted by the red dot P on the Poincaré sphere (Fig. 1)
remain identical. During this process the linear SBC eigen-
modes subsequently assume various positions 1 to 9, denoted
by green x on the equator. The corresponding polarization
transformations, all of them with 2π of retardation, are full
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Fig. 2. (a) Two-sided polarization control using two endless polarization scramblers. Polarimeter screenshot (b) without polarization control and (c) after
10 minutes with 60 krad/s input scrambling and output scrambler halted.

circles, drawn in blue and also marked by encircled numbers
1 to 9. Each of these transforms the input polarization into the
output polarization, which coincides with the former. Circles
1 and 9 are identical, except that they turn with opposite
senses, because they originate from eigenmodes 1 and 9, which
are orthogonal polarizations. If input and output polarizations
continue changing in the same directions as before, when
they approached the retardation limit 2π , then the controller
will subsequently be able reduce the retardation below 2π ,
rather than being forced to increase it. Retardation overflow
is thereby prevented. If polarizations change during or after
eigenmode reorientation in other directions then the eigen-
modes have to be reoriented again until it is indeed possible
to decrease retardation.

III. SETUP

Fig. 2(a) shows the setup for two-sided endless polarization
control. A 10 Mrad/s endless polarization scrambler (Novoptel
EPS1000) is placed behind an unmodulated laser source. The
scrambler is configured as a rotatable halfwave plate (HWP)
between two trios of rotatable quarterwave plates (QWPs).
The HWP rotates at high speed, generating circles on the
Poincaré sphere. The QWPs rotate at lower, incommensurate
rates in order to change sizes and orientations of the circles.
At 60 krad/s scrambling rate the scrambler output polariza-
tions are spread randomly over the whole Poincaré sphere
[see Fig. 2(b)].

The polarization controller transforms the scrambled input
polarization into an eigenstate of the polarization beam splitter
(PBS), while the polarization transformations of a second
polarization scrambler placed just before the PBS are addition-
ally compensated. All this is done by minimizing the optical
power at one of the PBS outputs, while the other output carries
the re-polarized signal.

Our realized two-sided endless polarization controller is
functionally equivalent to the principle described in Section II.
However, for ease of implementation, eight SBCs with smaller
retardations are made to work similarly to the single one
with 2π retardation. A commercial LiNbO3 polarization trans-
former with X cut and Z propagation is used for this pur-
pose. Electrode structure is shown in Fig. 2(a), driving and
calibration are detailed in [9]. The difference with respect
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Fig. 3. Complementary cumulative distribution function 1−F(RIE) of
relative intensity error at 60 krad/s input polarization scrambling and 60 °C
temperature changes over 60 h.

to our earlier experiments [3], [7], [9], [10], where only a
single polarization was tracked endlessly, is that the overall
SBC retardation is limited to a maximum of 2π , not just π .
SBC reorientation prevents total retardation from an overflow
beyond 2π and subsequently leads to a retardation decrease.

IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

At first, the output polarization scrambler is halted. Under
control, the output polarization of the controller is constant
while all input polarization changes are compensated. Fig. 2(c)
shows a screenshot of the polarimeter after 10 minutes of
60 krad/s input polarization scrambling. The accumulated
polarization states form a nicely confined spot, indicating
accurate polarization control. The spot radius is about 0.08 rad.

Next, the whole polarization controller module card is
placed in a climate chamber. During a measurement time of
60 hours, the temperature in the chamber is increased from
initially 0 °C to finally +60 °C. In order to get an accurate
measure of all polarization errors during the measurement
time, samples of the relative intensity error (RIE) are accumu-
lated into a histogram, roughly every 140 ns. Fig. 3 shows the
complementary cumulative distribution function of the RIE,
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Fig. 4. Polarimeter screenshot during tracking of 15 krad/s input polarization
changes and additional 5 rad/s output polarization changes.
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Fig. 5. Complementary cumulative distribution function 1−F(RIE) of relative
intensity error at 15 krad/s input polarization scrambling and 200 rad/s output
polarization scrambling over 16.5 h.

which represents the probability that a given RIE is surpassed.
The maximum RIE of 0.95% corresponds to a polarization
error of 0.195 rad. Mean RIE and polarization error were
0.216% and 0.093 rad, respectively. Note that parts of the
measured mean error are caused by a temperature-induced
drift of the point of RIE = 0 which is determined by a short
measurement only before the experiment (left curve).

Compared to earlier experiments with temperature changes
[10], the tracking speed is now significantly higher. The
present experiment includes temperature changes of the whole
board, not just of the LiNbO3 element. Furthermore, not
only specific temperatures but a whole temperature range
is covered by uninterrupted tracking during a continuous
temperature ramp.

Back at room temperature and with input polarization
scrambling at 15 krad/s, the output polarization scrambler is
switched on. At output scrambling speeds of up to 5 rad/s,
the output polarization changes are accurately tracked by the
polarimeter. Fig. 4 show the output polarization trajectory,
which follows and compensates the transformations of the
output polarization scrambler. The shown trajectory is clean
and solid, without glitches. This indicates accurate tracking of
both input and output polarization.

Finally the output scrambler is set to a scrambling speed
of 200 rad/s, which is in the same order of magnitude as the
fastest expected polarization changes caused by manual fiber
handling. For accurate error measurement, another histogram
is recorded during a measurement time of 16.5 hours. The
complementary cumulative distribution function is shown in
Fig. 5. Mean and maximum RIEs are 0.072% and 0.526%,
respectively (right curve). Corresponding mean and maximum
polarization errors are just 0.054 rad and 0.145 rad, respec-
tively. This control quality easily suffices even for demanding
applications.

V. CONCLUSION

We have demonstrated, for the first time, endless polariza-
tion control at krad/s speed over an ambient temperature ramp
from 0 °C to 60 °C. At polarization changes of up to 60 krad/s,
a polarization trajectory of >10 Gigarad length was thereby
tracked during 60 hours. Mean and maximum polarization
errors were of 0.093 rad and 0.195 rad, respectively.

Our simultaneous tracking of 15 krad/s input and 200 rad/s
output polarization changes has demonstrated two-sided
endless polarization control, for the first time with multi-
krad/s tracking speed (at one side). Tracked trajectory
length in a 16.5-hour measurement was 700 Mrad. Mean
and maximum polarization errors were only 0.054 rad and
0.145 rad, respectively.

Two-sided polarization control makes automatic polariza-
tion demultiplexers much more versatile and cheaper because
no PMF is needed between polarization transformer and
beam splitter or receiver. Furthermore, this allows the polar-
ization tracking of single- or dual-polarization signals with
user-supplied error signals.
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